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FINAL GRADE

62/100

Decentralisation as a means to Conflict Resolution: the
cases of Wales and the Kurdish Region of Turkey
GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor
Second marker: This is an intriguing approach to
the topic of  ethnic minority polit ics -  and the
potential role of  constitutional change in bringing
about peacef ul coexistence wihtout sacrif icing
distinctiveness. The piece is well written and
reaches towards some intriguing ideas. However,
the cases are a bit too dif f erent to really make
the insights ef f ective, and htere is atendency to
imagine 'Wales' as a homogeneous ethnic state
which it isn't, really. Good work though! Ambitious
and thought-provoking. Agree 62. 

First marker: This is a very interesting research
that compares the idea of  'decentralisation' f or
the minority case-studies of  Welsh in the UK and
the Kurds in Turkey. The main question as what
implications can be drawn f rom Welsh devolution
to solve the ethnic conf lict in Turkey is
particularly relevant to the contemporary debates
with ref erence to conf lict resolution and
territorial sub-state level of  analysis in
international relations. 

The dissertation is well structured and its writ ing
style as well general presentation are of  the
quality that is to be expected at the postgraduate
level. Questions are posed at least two sub-
areas of  IR , and ref erences are made to more
than just a handf ul of  key central authors/texts,
which are identif ied. However,, the dissertation
suf f ers f rom three main weaknesses: 

First, the research question is interesting but the
comparison between the two case studies are
not as ef f ective as assumed. As the candidate,
highlights 'the Welsh case' is not one of  the
most obvious examples of  'ethnic conf lict ' with
polit ical violence as opposed to the PKK Kurdish
terrorism in Turkey. Furthermore, in terms of
legal, polit ical and constitutional reasons there
are more dif f erences than similarit ies between
the two countries too. 

Second, the literature used in the dissertation
regarding 'ethnicity', 'devolution' in Wales and the



Kurdish issue is in Turkey is outdated. It is very
disappointing given the f act that all these issues
have been part of  most recent debates in
national, regional and international polit ics. 

Third, unf ortunately the dissertation is more
descriptive than analytical. Most interesting part
of  the research in the last section on
'Discussion, Limitation and Conclusion' where the
key f indings of  compassion summarised is the
most interesting part of  this research but it is
too late; and more importantly, the conclusion is
too general and too short. 

Overall, a rather unique and interesting
comparison but f ails to apply ef f ectively.
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RUBRIC: INTERPOL MARKING CRITERIA

SOURCES

FEEDBACK

ANALYSIS

FEEDBACK

ARGUMENT

FEEDBACK

RELEVANCE

FEEDBACK

WRITING STYLE

FEEDBACK

PRESENTATION

FEEDBACK

 

Feedback

(evidence of  research, empirical accuracy)

(independence of  thought, balance of  analysis and description, degree of  crit ical ref lection)

(overall structure, logical f low of  ideas, conceptual clarity, theoretical and/or historical awareness)

(degree of  f ocus on question/task, ef f ectiveness in using evidence/literature)

(clarity of  expression, quality of  use of  language)

(proximity to required word count, f ormatting and readability, consistency and accuracy in ref erences
and bibliography)
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